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Uvalde tells Biden to 'do something’; he pledges ‘we will' 
UVALDE, Texas (AP) — Pres- 


“= 
: : . 
ident Joe Biden grieved 


with the shattered com- [qq 
munity of Uvalde on Sun- 
day, mourning privately for 
three hours with anguished 
families of the 19 school- 
children and two teach- 
ers killed by a@ gunman. 
Faced with chants of "do 
something" as he depart- 
ed a church service, Biden 
pledged: "We will." 
At Robb Elementary 
School, Biden visited a me- 
morial of 21 white crosses 
— one for each of those 
killed — and first lady Jill 
Biden added a bouquet 
of white flowers to those 
already placed in front of 
the school sign. The couple 
then viewed individual al- 
tars erected in memory of 
each student, the first lady 
touching the — children's 
photos as they moved 
along the row. 

Continued on next page 


By ZEKE MILLER and ELLIOT 
SPAGAT 
Associated Press 


President Joe Biden lays a wreath at The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery on Memorial Day, Monday, 
May 30, 2022, in Arlington, Va. 
Associated Press 
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President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden arrive at a memorial outside Robb Elementary School to honor the victims killed in a 
school shooting in Uvalde, Texas Sunday, May 29, 2022. 


Continued from Front 

After visiting the memo- 
rial, Biden attended Mass 
at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, where several vic- 
tims' families are members, 
and one of the families was 
in attendance. 

Speaking directly to the 
children in the congre- 
gation, Archbishop Gus- 
tavo Garcio-Siller tried to 
assuage the fears of the 
youngsters, some appear- 
ing about the same age as 
the victims. 

"You have seen the news, 
you have witnessed the 
tears of your parents, 
friends," he said, encourag- 
ing them not to be afraid 
of life. "You are the best re- 
minders to us that the lives 
of the little ones are impor- 
tant." 

As Biden departed church 
to meet privately with fam- 
ily members, a crowd of 
about 100 people began 
chanting "do something." 
Biden answered, "We will,” 
as he got into his car. It was 
his only public comment 
during roughly seven hours 
in Uvalde. 

Biden later tweeted that he 
grieves, prays and stands 
with the people of Uvalde. 
"And we are committed to 


turning this pain into ac- 
tion," he said. 

The visit to Uvalde was 
Biden's second trip in as 
many weeks to console a 
community in loss after a 
mass shooting. He traveled 
to Buffalo, New York, on 
May 17 to meet with vic- 
tims' families and condemn 
white supremacy after a 
shooter espousing the rac- 
ist "replacement theory" 
killed 10 Black people at a 
supermarket. 

Both shootings and _ their 
aftermath put a fresh spot- 
light on the nation's en- 
trenched divisions and its 
inability to forge consensus 
on actions to reduce gun 
violence. 

"Evil came to that elemen- 
tary school classroom in 
Texas, to that grocery store 
in New York, to far too 
many places where inno- 
cents have died," Biden 
said Saturday in a com- 
mencement address at the 
University of Delaware. "We 
have to stand stronger. We 
must stand stronger. We 
cannot outlaw tragedy, | 
know, but we can make 
America safer." 

Biden also met with first re- 
sponders before the trip 
back to his home in Dela- 


ware. If was not clear if 
the group included officers 
who were involved in the 
immediate response to the 
shooting. 

Biden visited amid mount- 
ing scrutiny of the police 
response. Officials  re- 
vealed Friday that students 
and teachers repeatedly 
begged 911 operators 
for help as a police com- 
mander told more than a 
dozen officers to wait in a 
hallway. Officials said the 
commander believed the 
suspect was barricaded 
inside an adjoining class- 
room and that there was 
no longer an active attack. 
The revelation caused 
more grief and raised new 
questions about whether 
lives were lost because of- 
ficers did not act faster to 
stop the gunman, who was 
ultimately killed by Border 
Patrol tactical officers. 

The Justice Department 
announced Sunday that it 
will review the law enforce- 
ment response and make 
its findings public. 

"It's easy to point fingers 
right now," said Ronnie Gar- 
za, a Uvalde County com- 
missioner, on CBS' "Face 
the Nation," before adding, 
"Our community needs to 
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focus on healing right now." 
Mckinzieé Hinojosa, whose 
cousin Eliahana Torres was 
killed Tuesday, said she re- 
spected Biden's decision to 
mourn with the people of 
Uvalde. 

"It's more than mourn- 
ing," she said. "We want 
change. We want action. 
It continues to be some- 
thing that happens over 
and over and over. A mass 
shooting happens. It's on 
the news. People cry. Then 
i's gone. Nobody cares. 
And then it happens again. 
And again." 

"If there's anything if | could 
tell Joe Biden, as it is, just 
to respect our Community 
while he's here, and I'm sure 
he will," she added. "But we 
need change. We need to 
do something about it." 
Authorities have said the 
shooter legally purchased 
two guns not long before 
the school attack: an AR- 
style rifle on May 17 and a 
second rifle on May 20. He 
had just turned 18, permit- 
ting him to buy the weap- 
ons under federal law. 
Hours after the shooting, 
Biden delivered an impas- 
sioned plea for additional 
gun control legislation, ask- 
ing: "When in God's name 


are we going to stand up 
to the gun lobby? Why are 
we willing to live with this 
carnage? Why do we keep 
letting this happen?" 

Over the years, Biden has 
been intimately involved 
in the gun control move- 
ment's most notable suc- 
cesses, such as the 1994 as- 
sault weapons ban, which 
expired in 2004, and _ its 
most troubling disappoint- 
ments, including the failure 
to pass new legislation after 
the 2012 massacre at San- 
dy Hook Elementary School 
in Newtown, Connecticut. 

As president, Biden has tried 
to address gun violence 
through executive orders. 
He faces few new options 
now, but executive action 
might be the best the presi- 
dent can do, given Wash- 
ington's sharp divisions on 
gun control legislation. 

In Congress, a bipartisan 
group of senators talked 
over the weekend to see 
if they could reach even 
a modest compromise on 
gun safety legislation after 
a decade of mostly failed 
efforts. 

Encouraging state ‘red 
flag" laws to keep guns 
away from those with men- 
tal health issues, and ad- 
dressing school security 
and mental health resourc- 
es were on the table, said 
Sen. Chris Murphy, who is 
leading the effort. 

While there is nowhere 
near enough support from 
Republicans in Congress 
for broader gun safety 
proposals popular with the 
public, including a new as- 
sault weapons ban or uni- 
versal background checks 
on gun purchases, Murphy, 
D-Conn., told ABC's "This 
Week" that these other 
ideas are "not insignificant." 
The group will meet again 
this coming week under a 
10-day deadline to strike 
a deal. "There are more 
Republicans interested 
in talking about finding a 
path forward this time than 
| have ever seen since San- 
dy Hook," said Murphy who 
represented the Newtown 
area as a congressman at 
the time of the Sandy Hook 
shooting. "And while, in the 
end, | may end up being 
heartbroken, | am at the 
table in a more significant 
way right now with Repub- 
licans and Democrats than 
ever before.) 
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Seaside towns offer free beach passes to Native Americans 


r 


By PHILIP MARCELO 
Associated Press 

BOSTON (AP) — Seaside 
communities in New Eng- 
land are providing free 
beach access to Native 
Americans as the summer 
season kicks off this Memo- 
rial Day weekend. 

Officials in Narragansett, 
Rhode Island, earlier this 
month approved free sea- 
sonal beach passes _ for 
anyone with a valid identi- 
fication card from the Nar- 
ragansett Indian tribe. 

On Cape Cod in Massa- 
chusetts, the towns of Truro 
and Wellfleet are also ex- 
tending a similar benefit to 
any Native American with 
proof of tribal affiliation 
when beach permits are 
required in late June. 

The moves come after East- 
ham, another Cape Cod 
town, began offering free 
seasonal stickers to indig- 
enous people in 2020 as 
part of its efforts to mark the 
400th anniversary of the ar- 
rival of the Pilgrims aboard 
The Mayflower. 

Brian Weeden, chairman 
of the Mashpee Wampa- 
noag tribe on Cape Cod 
that traces its ancestry to 
the Native Americans that 
encountered the Pilgrims, 
commended the towns for 
taking the "symbolic steps" 
to recognize the impor- 
tance of the ocean to their 
tribe's heritage. 


Water nearly reaches the dune barrier at Ballston beach, Friday, Nov. 13, 2015, in Truro, Massa- 


chusetts. 


"IN our creation stories, we 
say the first Wampanoag 
boy was actually made out 
of the foam of the sea and 
therefore we come from 
the land and the water," 
he said. "We are sea-faring 
people and we need the 
ocean to survive. It's been 
our sustenance for hun- 
dreds and thousands of 
years." 

Jesse Pugh, the town coun- 
cil president in Narragan- 
sett, hopes his proposal 
sparks broader discussions 
between town officials and 


the town's namesake tribe. 
"We're not acting like we're 
doing the biggest favor to 
the tribe," he said. "This is just 
something that we thought 
was right and that we can 
do. Hopefully it adds mo- 
mentum to some kind of 
relationship with the tribe." 

Narragansett's new policy 
allows valid tribe members, 
regardless where they re- 
side, to get a free seasonal 
pass. The passes otherwise 
cost $25 and are only avail- 
able to town residents. The 
daily rate for non-resident 


Associated Press 


beachgoers is $12 and are 
required for anyone over 
the age of 12. 

Tribe members looking 
to park at the beach lots 
would still have to pay the 
separate parking fees. 
Pugh stressed no other ad- 
ditional rights or exceptions 
to beach rules are con- 
ferred. Open fires, for ex- 
ample, remain prohibited. 
The policy is only in place 
for this season so far. Dur- 
ing council meetings, some 
residents spoke up against 
granting the free passes to 


nonresidents and worried 
about the new policy's im- 
pact on overcrowding at 
the beaches. 

Pugh said Narragansett 
beaches are funded by 
revenues generated from 
beach fees, so they aren't 
covered by local taxpayers 
in the traditional sense. 
And less than a dozen 
tribe members have so far 
claimed the passes, which 
will be required starting 
May 28, according to the 
town's parks and recre- 
ation department. 

The tribe, which didn't re- 
spond to emails seeking 
comment this week, has 
roughly 3,000 enrolled 
members, but a significant 
number are likely children 
under the age of 12 who 
would already be free to 
enter town beaches, Pugh 
said. 

Weeden, of the Mashpee 
Wampanoag tribe, hopes 
Massachusetts and other 
states can take broader 
efforts to codify beach ac- 
cess rights for tribes, rather 
than piecemeal efforts by 
individual communities. 

He says securing beach 
access is a small way to 
make sure tribes’ "aborigi- 
nal rights" to waterways are 
respected. 

"It's definitely appreciated 
after 400 years of coloni- 
zation and gentrification," 
Weeden said. CL) 


U.S., Canadian regulators tie hepatitis cases to strawberries 


By DEE-ANN DURBIN 

AP Business Writer 

U.S. and Canadian regu- 
lators are investigating a 
hepatitis outbreak = that 
may be linked to fresh or- 
ganic strawberries. 

In a joint weekend state- 
ment, the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration and 
the Public Health Agency 
of Canada said illnesses in 
Minnesota, California and 
Canada occurred after 
people consumed _ Fresh- 
Kampo and H-E-B brand 
strawberries. 

The agencies said the 
strawberries were = pur- 
chased between March 
5 and April 25. They were 
sold at various U.S. retailers, 
including Aldi, Kroger, Safe- 
way, Walmart and Trader 


Joe's. In Canada, the af- 
fected strawberries were 
sold between March 5-9 at 
Co-op stores in Alberta and 
Saskatchewan. 

The potentially affected 
strawberries are past their 
shelf life, but health offi- 
cials say consumers who 
purchased them and froze 
them to eat later should 
throw them away. 

There have been 17 illness- 
es and 12 hospitalizations 
reported in the U.S., the 
FDA said. Ten cases and 
four hospitalizations have 
been reported in Canada. 
Mexico-based FreshKam- 
po, which grew the straw- 
berries, said in a statement 
Sunday that it is working 
with regulators to deter- 
mine how the problem oc- 


curred. FreshKampo_ said 
the label on the contain- 
ers of potentially affected 
strawberries would have 
said "Product of Mexico" 
or "Distriputed by Meridien 
Foods." 

In a statement on its web- 
site, Texas grocer H-E-B said 
it has not received or sold 
organic strawberries from 
the supplier in question 
since April 16. H-E-B said 
anyone who still has the 
strawberries should throw 
them away or return them 
to the store where they 
were purchased. 

Hepatitis A is a virus that 
can cause liver disease 
and, in rare cases, liver fail- 
ure and death. Illness usu- 
ally occurs within 15 to 50 
days after eating or drink- 


Fresh-picked strawberries are shown. U.S. and Canadian regu- 
lators are investigating a hepatitis outbreak that may be linked 
to fresh organic strawberries. Fresh-picked strawberries are 
shown. U.S. and Canadian regulators are investigating a hepa- 
titis outbreak that may be linked to fresh organic strawberries. 
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ing contaminated food or 
water. Symptoms include 
fatigue, nausea, vomiting, 
abdominal pain and jaun- 
dice. 

Consumers who ate the 


potentially affected berries 
in the last two weeks and 
have not been vaccinated 
against hepatitis A should 
immediately consult with a 
physician, the FDA said.) 
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New Mexico wildfire scar burn has forest officials worried 


SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) — As 
more than 3,000 firefight- 
ers in northern New Mexico 
continued to battle the na- 
tion's largest active wildfire 
Sunday, federal forest of- 
ficials worried about future 
flash floods, landslides and 
destructive ash from the 
burn scar. 

The 7-week-old fire, the 
largest in New Mexico his- 
tory, remained 50% con- 
tained after charring 492 
square miles (1,274 square 
kilometers) in rugged ter- 
rain east of Santa Fe. 

Two planned burns merged 
to form the massive blaze 
at the southern tip of the 
Rocky Mountains in the 
Sangre de Cristo range. 
One of the fires was pre- 
viously traced to April 6, 
when a planned burn set 
by U.S. Forest Service fire- 
fighters to clear out small 
trees and brush was de- 
clared out of control. 

On Friday, investigators said 
they tracked the source of 
the second fire to the rem- 
nants of a planned Janu- 
ary burn that lay dormant 
through several snowstorms 
only to flare up again last 
month. 

Firefighting costs already 
surpass $132 million, climb- 
ing by $5 million a day, ac- 
cording to authorities. 

New Mexico Gov. Michelle 
Lujan Grisham already has 
asked President Joe Biden 
to direct the Federal Emer- 
gency Management Ad- 
ministration to pay for all 
costs related to a broad 


‘ 


Carson Hot Shots Tyler Freeman works to keep a burning log from rolling down a slope, Monday, 
May 23, 2022, as he and his co-workers work on hot spots from the Calf Canyon/Hermits Peak Fire 
in the Carson National Forest west of Chacon, N.M. 


range of recovery efforts. 
A Forest Service Burned 
Area Emergency Response 
team has started publish- 
ing data from its post-fire 
assessments. 

Micah Kiesow, team leader 
and a soil and watershed 
program manager with the 
Santa Fe National Forest, 
said steep mountain slopes 
had acted like a sponge 
before the fire. 

"Post-fire in some of these 
areas, especially the high 
soil burn severity areas and 
the moderate, we're look- 
ing at now a steep slope 
that's more like a parking 
lot," Kiesow told the Santa 
Fe New Mexican. 


He said that could signal 
an "extreme change in wa- 
tershed response" during 
monsoon season. 

Flooding presents another 
problem for communi- 
ties near burn scars with 
ash flowing into rivers and 
streams, according to Kie- 
sow. 

Many water treatment fa- 
cilities aren't equipped for 
the expensive, time-inten- 
sive process of filtering ash. 
Experts say ash and debris 
can harm water quality 
with high levels of nitrates 
and phosphorus. 

A hazard assessment from 
the Forest Service and U.S. 
Geological Survey shows 
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that some burned areas on 
the New Mexico fire could 
see heavy debris flows if 
they receive about .25 
inches of rain in 15 minutes. 
Meanwhile, firefighters 
were hoping to make con- 
tinued progress on the fire 
before the possible return of 
drier and warmer weather 
with stronger winds through 
Monday. 

"This fire has a lot of po- 
tential left in it," said Carl 
Schwope, incident com- 
mander for the southwest 
fire management team 
that has been fighting the 
wildfire for the past 52 days. 
Initial estimates show the 
fire has destroyed at least 


330 homes, but state offi- 
cials expect the number of 
homes and other structures 
that have burned to rise to 
more than 1,000 as more 
assessments are done. 
Elsewhere, 150 firefighters 
continued to battle a wind- 
driven fire that has burned 
more than 8 2 square miles 
(22 square kilometers) of 
grass, brush and salt cedar 
at the Arizona-California 
border. 

The fire began Thursday 
on the Colorado River In- 
dian Reservation 14 miles 
(24 kilometers) southwest of 
Parker, Arizona. 

Wind gusts of up to 30 mph 
(48 kph) forced the evacu- 
ations of 15 homes on both 
sides of the river Saturday 
and pushed the 44% con- 
tainment figure back to 
34%. However, fire officials 
said the evacuees likely 
would be allowed to return 
home by Sunday evening. 
The cause of the wildfire 
remained under investiga- 
tion. In Colorado, air tank- 
ers and helicopters were 
helping fight a new wildfire 
burning in the southern part 
of the state Sunday, the 
U.S. Forest Service said. 

The fire, 18 miles (29 kilo- 
meters) west of Antonito, 
was reported Saturday in 
a small subdivision along 
the Conejos River and 
forced the evacuation of 
under 100 people north of 
Colorado 17, said Gregg 
Goodland, a spokesperson 
for the Forest Service's Rio 
Grande National Forest.C) 


Workers vote to become first unionized Starbucks 


Starbucks employees and supporters react as votes are read 
during a union-election watch party on Thursday, Dec. 9, 2021, 
in Buffalo, N.Y. 


Associated Press 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) — 
Starbucks has until later this 
week fo file any objections 
with the National Labor Re- 
lations Board after workers 
at a shop in Birmingham 
became the first of the 
company's locations in Ala- 
bama to vote to organize. 
Baristas and other employ- 
ees at a downtown store 
voted 27-1 to organize in 
a tally announced Thurs- 
day, news outlets report- 
ed. Documents show they 
would be represented by 
Workers United if the vote 
stands. 

Company officials didn't 
immediately respond to an 


email seeking comment on 
whether Starbucks would 
challenge the vote — the 
latest in a series of wins for 
labor at Starbucks stores 
across the nation. 

The employees had the 
backing of Birmingham 
Mayor Randall Woodfin, 
who publicly expressed his 
solidarity with the workers. 
Employees who support- 
ed the union complained 
about a lack of respect 
from management. 

Alex Buford, a Starbucks 
employee for three years 
who transferred to the store 
six months ago, also cited 
racial discrimination as a 


in Alabama 


problem. 

"There's a lot of racial issues 
that we've been dealing 
with, managers purposely 
cutting our hours, attacking 
us for no reason," she told 
al.com. "A lot of us have 
complained and the man- 
agers, they're just not hear- 
ing us out, or they're not re- 
ally listening to us, or they 
say they're listening but 
they're not really listening." 
A Starbucks in Buffalo, New 
York, became the first in 
the United States to union- 
ize late last year. Based in 
Seattle, the Company has 
more than 34,000 stores 
worldwide.L) 


EU leaders, 


By LORNE COOK and SAM- 
UEL PETREQUIN 

Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) — European 
Union leaders gathered 
Monday in a new show of 
solidarity with Ukraine, but 
divisions over whether to 
target Russian oil in a new 
series of sanctions exposed 
the limits of how far the bloc 
can go to help the war-torn 
country. 

Ukrainian President Volody- 
myr Zelenskyy addressed 
the bloc’s 27 leaders by vid- 
€0 in a 10 minute-message 
and urged them to remain 
united and quickly adopt a 
new package of measures 
to stop the Kremlin's “war 
machine,” according to a 
senior EU diplomat. 
Zelenskyy has repeatedly 
demanded that the EU 
target Russia’s lucrative 
energy sector and de- 
prive Moscow of billions of 
dollars each day in sup- 
ply payments. The EU gets 
about 40% of its natural gas 
and 25% of its oil from Rus- 
sia, and Ukraine says those 
energy imports are funding 
Russia’s war on its neighbor. 
But Hungary is leading a 
group of EU countries along 
with Slovakia, the Czech 
Republic and Bulgaria that 
rely heavily on Russian oil 
and can’t afford to take 
such steps. Hungary gets 
more than 60% of its oil from 
Russia and 85% of its natural 
gas. 

According to the diplomat, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because of the 
sensitivity of the issue, Zel- 


enskyy reminded leaders 
of the atrocities going on 
in his country, including the 
death of civilians and chil- 
dren, telling them “it is cru- 
cial that sanctions are ad- 
opted as soon as possible.” 
But finding an agreement 
on an EU oil embargo has 
so far proved to be a falll 
order. 

Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban was adamant 
upon his arrival in Brussels 
that a deal was not in sight, 
while Czech Prime Minister 
Petr Fiala suggested that 
delaying oil sanctions on 
Russia Could be a solution. 

“We're ready to get rid of 
our dependence on Rus- 
sia’s energy sources ... but 
we're not able to do it ina 
short term,” Fiala said. 
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divided over Russia oil embargo, spy a solution 
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A meeting of ambassa- 
dors just before the summit 
spurred some hope that 
a compromise could be 
reached. 

According to several dip- 
lomats, leaders will try to 
reach a deal for an EU em- 
bargo on Russian seaborne 
oil by the end of the year 
that would cover more 
than two-third of oil imports 
from Russia. 

Orban said he is ready to 
support the sixth round of 
sanctions if Hungary's secu- 
rity of oil supplies is guaran- 
teed. Hungary and Slova- 
kia depend on Russian oil 
that comes through the So- 
viet-era Druzhba pipeline. 
The EU has already im- 
posed five rounds of sanc- 
tions on Russia over its war 


al 


Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte arrives for the extraordinary meeting of EU leaders to discuss 
Ukraine, energy and food security at the Europa building in Brussels, Monday, May 30, 2022. 
Associated Press 


in Ukraine. The bloc has 
targeted more than 1,000 
people, including Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
and top government offi- 
cials, as well as pro-Kremlin 
oligarchs, banks, the coal 
sector and more. 

A sixth package of sanc- 
tions against Russia was 
announced on May 4, but 
the holdup over oil is em- 
barrassing the bloc, which 
has been forced to scale 
down its ambitions. When 
European Commission 
President Ursula von der 
Leyen proposed the pack- 
age, the initial aim was to 
phase out imports of crude 
oil within six months and re- 
fined products by the end 
of the year. 

The problem with the new 


possible compromise of hit- 
ting sea-transported Rus- 
sian oil is that countries like 
Belgium, Germany and the 
Netherlands that are most 
reliant on that form would 
suffer a surge in oil prices, 
distorting Competition be- 
cause Hungary would still 
be purchasing cheaper 
Russian oil. 

Orban said “the pipeline 
solution is not bad. It’s a 
good approach. But we 
need the guarantee that 
in the case of an accident 
with the pipeline rushing 
through Ukraine, we have 
to have the right to get Rus- 
sian oil from other sources.” 
German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz left open the pos- 
sibility of an EU agreement 
being struck at the summit, 
calling talks on the matter 
“good and constructive” 
and saying the bloc is de- 
termined to remain united. 
“Everything that | hear 
makes it sound as if a con- 
sensus Could be reached 
and, sooner or later, it will 
be,” Scholz told reporters. 
Von der Leyen all but 
ruled out the prospect of a 
breakthrough at this week's 
summit, saying as she ar- 
rived “my expectations are 
low that it will be solved in 
the next 48 hours.” 

Latvian Prime Minister Kris- 
janis Karins urged his EU 
counterparts to get over 
their differences on oil, say- 
ing that member countries 
are “getting a little bogged 
down in all of the details 
and we're forgetting the 
big picture.” 


Japan complains over Seoul marine survey in disputed waters 


Islands called Dokdo in Korean and Takeshima in Japanese are 
observed during a Korean Air Airbus A380 demonstration flight 
on June 16, 2011. 
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By YURI KAGEYAMA 
Associated Press 

TOKYO (AP) — Japan 
lodged a complaint Mon- 
day over a South Korean 
ship that was conducting 
a marine survey in waters 
near Japanese-claimed is- 
lands controlled by Seoul. 
Government — spokesper- 
son Hirokazu Matsuno said 
it was “totally unaccept- 
able” that a South Korean 
research ship was spotted 
trailing what appeared 
to be a cable near the is- 
lands, which Japan calls 
Takeshima and South Ko- 
rea calls Dokdo. 


Matsuno said Tokyo did 
not receive any prior re- 
quest from Seoul for such 
research. 

“We strongly demand this 
stop immediately,” he said. 
He said the two sides held 
talks about the incident but 
both reiterated their previ- 
ous claims to the territory. 
In Seoul, South Korea's For- 
eign Ministry said it can- 
not accept the Japanese 
complaint. It called the sur- 
vey a legitimate act con- 
ducted in line with domes- 
tic and international law. 

In 2017, Japan lodged a 
complaint against South 


Korea after the official web- 
site for the Pyeongchang 
Olympic Games referred to 
the islands as Dokdo. 
Japan and South Korea 
have rich cultural ties, 
but relations have been 
marred by bitter tensions 
over historical issues such 
as Japan’s colonization of 
the Korean Peninsula last 
century and its actions dur- 
ing World War Il. 

Japan also has a dispute 
over Japanese-controlled 
iskands in the East China 
Sea that it calls Senkaku, 
which China also claims 
and calls Diaoyu.L) 
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1 billion pills seized: East, $.E. Asia hits ominous drug peak 


By GRANT PECK 
Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — The num- 
ber of methamphetamine 
tablets seized in East and 
Southeast Asia exceeded 
a billion last year for the first 
time, highlighting the scale 
of illegal drug production 
and trafficking in the region 
and the challenges of fight- 
ing it, the U.N. said Monday. 
The 1.008 billion tablets 
which would weigh about 
91 tons altogether were 
part of a regionwide haul 
of almost 172 tons of meth- 
amphetamine in all forms, 
and was seven times higher 
than the amount seized 10 
years earlier, the U.N. Office 
on Drugs and Crime said in 
a report. 

“| think the region is literally 
swimming in methamphet- 
amine,” said Jeremy Doug- 
las, Southeast Asia regional 
representative for the U.N. 
agency, at a news con- 
ference in the Thai capital 
Bangkok unveiling the re- 
port on “Synthetic Drugs in 
East and Southeast Asia.” 
“So there's going to have 
to be a radical policy shift 
by East Asia to address this 
problem or it’s just going to 
continue to grow,” Douglas 
said. The drugs are largely 
consumed in Southeast 
Asia but also exported to 
New Zealand and Austra- 
lia, Hong Kong, Korea and 
Japan in East Asia, and in- 
creasingly to South Asia. 
“Production and_ traffick- 
ing of methamphetamine 
jumped yet again as sup- 
ply became super concen- 
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Reporters view packages of methamphetamines on a table during a press conference at 
Narcotics Suppression Bureau in Bangkok, Thailand on July 15, 2019. 


trated in the Mekong (River 
region) and in particular 
Thailand, Laos and Myan- 
mar,” Douglas told The As- 
sociated Press in an email. 
The increased production 
makes the drug cheaper 
and more accessible, cre- 
ating greater risk to people 
and their communities, 
the report said. Accord- 
ing to Douglas, when he 
first worked in the region in 
2002-2007, a meth tablet 
cost five to six times what it 
costs now. 
Methamphetamine is easy 
to make and has supplant- 
ed opium and its deriva- 
tive heroin to become the 
dominant illegal drug in 
Southeast Asia for both use 
and export. 

The Golden Triangle area, 


where the borders of Myan- 
mar, Laos and Thailand 
meet, was historically a 
major production area for 
opium and hosted many 
of the labs that converted 
it to heroin. Decades of po- 
litical instability have made 
Myanmar’s frontier regions 
largely lawless, to be ex- 
ploited by drug producers 
and traffickers. 

Douglas said at Monday’s 
news conference — that 
there is a fundamental 
need to refocus law en- 
forcement efforts against 
the drug trade. 

“There's lots and lots of sei- 
zures being made and no 
impact being made on the 
business itself. Organized 
crime just keep cranking 
out the volume, replacing 


Associated Press 


seizures with more prod- 
uct,” Douglas said. 

“The chemical situation is 
highly complex and there's 
no essential chemicals be- 
ing seized and they just 
continue to flow unabated, 
primarily through Laos into 
(Myanmar’s) Shan State,” 
Douglas added. “We also 
have huge money laun- 
dering operations at play 
in the region. We have no 
attempt fundamentally 
at the end of the day to 
address demand which 
is seemingly growing and 
can continue to grow be- 
cause of the price point of 
the drug is so cheap.” 
Given the problem of lim- 
ited governance and low 
attention to the issue, the 
UN. agency said organized 


crime syndicates have the 
means to continue to pro- 
duce more meth and to 
sell it to a growing popula- 
tion of young people with 
increased spending power. 
The political landscape has 
also served to ramp up pro- 
duction. 

In| Myanmar, the military 
seized power from an elect- 
ed government last year 
and is now engaged in 
an armed struggle against 
foes of military rule. 

Drug production in Myan- 
mar is offen associated 
with armed ethnic minor- 
ity groups that sometimes 
battle the government and 
each other. 

“Every group denies in- 
volvement in drug produc- 
tion and _ trafficking and 
point at other groups as 
responsible, but the drug 
economy is arguably the 
largest part of the econo- 
my in most or many parts 
of Shan and border areas 
of Myanmar and there is 
plenty of intel connecting 
groups to labs and ship- 
ments,” Douglas said.) 
The report also called Laos 
one of the countries most 
impacted by metham- 
phetamine trafficked out 
of Myanmar. One of Asia’s 
biggest-ever drug busts 
was made in Laos last Oc- 
tober, with police there 
seizing more than 55.6 mil- 
lion methamphetamine 
pills in a single raid. They 
also seized about 1,500 ki- 
lograms (3,300 pounds) of 
crystal methamphetamine, 
state media reported.) 


IIndonesian fishermen rescue 10 more survivors of sunken boat 


n this photo released by the National Search and Rescue 
Agency (BASARNAS), survivors ride on an Indonesian Navy boat 
after being retrieved from the water during the rescue operation 
for the victims of a sinking cargo boat in the Makassar Strait, 
Indonesia, Sunday, May 29, 2022. 
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Associated Press 
MAKASSAR, Indonesia (AP) 
— Ten more survivors of an 
Indonesian boat that sank 
three days earlier were res- 
cued Monday by local fish- 
ermen, leaving 11 people 
still missing, an official said. 
The captain and other 
crew of the cargo vessel, 
which was carrying 42 peo- 
ple, were among those res- 
cued Monday, said Djun- 
aidi, head of the provincial 
search and rescue agency. 
“They are safe and in good 
condition,” said Djunaidi, 
who like many Indonesians 
uses only one name. 


The KM Ladang Pertiwi 02 
sank in bad weather in the 
Makassar Strait on Friday af- 
ternoon. It had left Makas- 
sar on Thursday and was 
headed to Kalmas Island 
in South Sulawesi province. 
The cause of the sinking 
was still being investigated. 
The vessel was initially de- 
scribed as a passenger 
ferry, but Djunaidi later 
clarified that it was a cargo 
boat carrying construction 
materials. Thirty-six passen- 
gers had asked for a ride 
on the boat with its six crew 
members. 

Ferry tragedies are com- 


mon in Indonesia, an ar- 
chipelago of more than 
17,000 islands, where ferries 
are often used for transport 
and safety regulations are 
often disregarded. 

In 2018, an overcrowded 
ferry with about 200 people 
on board sank in a deep 
volcanic crater lake in 
North Sumatra province, 
killing 167 people. 

In one of the country’s 
worst recorded disasters, 
an overcrowded  pas- 
senger ship sank in Febru- 
ary 1999 with 332 people 
aboard. There were only 20 
survivors.) 


By JOSEPH KRAUSS 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Naftali Ben- 
nett on Monday defended 
the decision to hold an an- 
nual march that celebrates 
Israel's takeover of east Je- 
rusalem and was marked 
by violence and anti-Pales- 
tinian racism. 

Authorities called up thou- 
sands of police, forcibly 
cleared out Palestinians 
and risked another war with 
the Islamic militant group 
Hamas to ensure that tens 
of thousands of mostly 
right-wing — Israelis could 
parade through a dense 
Palestinian neighborhood 
and hundreds could visit a 
bitterly contested holy site. 
Israel had changed the 
route at the last minute 
during last year's march, 
at a time of soaring ten- 
sions over violence at the 
holy site and attempts by 
settlers to remove dozens 
of Palestinian families from 
their homes in east Jerusa- 
lem. 

Hamas still fired rockets, 
and an 11-day Gaza war 
ensued. 

Israel avoided that sce- 
nario this year and allowed 
the parade to take its tra- 
ditional route through the 
heart of the Muslim Quarter 
of the Old City. 

But the march saw Israeli 
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Israeli PM defends march marked by violence, racism 


Members of Israeli sec uilty forces detain a Palestinian scciasiar near Damascus Gate outside 
Jerusalem's Old City as Israelis mark Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of 


the Old City during the 1967 Mideast war. Sunday, May 29, 2022. 


nationalists chant racist slo- 
gans, including "Death to 
Arabs," and attack Palestin- 
ians and journalists. Fights 
broke out along the route, 
as police mainly intervened 
to protect Jews and forc- 
ibly disperse Palestinians. 

The Palestinian Red Cres- 
cent rescue service said 62 
Palestinians were wound- 
ed, including 23 who need- 
ed hospitalization. Israeli 
police said they arrested 
over 60 suspects and that 
five officers were Wounded. 


The vast majority of those 
arrested appear to have 
been Palestinians, though 
police refused to provide a 
breakdown. 

Bennett praised the police's 
handling of the event and 
said Israel was obliged to 
hold the march in the face 
of threats by Hamas. 

"If we hadn't done it along 
the regular route, we would 
— in effect - never go back 
to it," he said. "This could 
have been a retreat on 
sovereignty." 


Associated Press 


Bennett praised the march- 
ers, saying that "except for 
an extremist group, whom 
we will deal with to the full- 
est extent of the law, those 
who celebrated yesterday 
did so in a very special, 
heart-lifting way." 

Defense Minister Benny 
Gantz said Israel would 
consider designating two 
far-right groups, La Familia 
and Lehava, as terrorist or- 
ganizations. 

The former is the notoriously 
racist fan club associated 


with one of Israel's most 
popular soccer teams, 
while the latter is linked to 
the late Rabbi Meir Kah- 
ane, who peached a vio- 
lent, anti-Arab ideology. 
But right-wing views are far 
more widespread in Israeli 
society. A strong majority 
of seats in Israel's Knesset, 
or parliament, are held by 
right-wing parties that sup- 
port Jewish settlement in 
the occupied _ territories 
and are opposed to Pales- 
tinian statehood, including 
one led by a disciple of Ka- 
hane. 

Right-wing factions are split 
over whether former Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanya- 
hu should return to office, 
and some, including Ben- 
nett's Yamina, partnered 
with centrist and left-wing 
parties last year to form a 
governing coalition and 
avoid more elections. 

But the nationalist parties in 
the coalition have gotten 
their way when it comes 
to setthement expansion, 
acceptance of settler out- 
posts and barring Israelis 
from extending citizenship 
or even residency to Pales- 
tinian spouses. 

Bennett himself is opposed 
to Palestinian statehood, 
but his government has 
approved some steps to 
improve economic condi- 
tions for Palestinians.L) 


Death toll from Brazil floods at least 91, with dozens lost 


By DAVID BILLER 
Associated Press 
Authorities in northeastern 
Brazil's Pernambuco state 
said Monday that 91 deaths 
have been confirmed from 
flooding over the week- 
end, with more two dozen 
people still missing. 
Hundreds of state and fed- 
eral rescue workers were 
searching for 26 people 
currently unaccounted for, 
according to the official 
statement. 

Brazil's President Jair Bolso- 
naro on Monday flew over 
the affected area of Per- 
nambuco's capital, Recife, 
and neighboring Jaboatao 
dos Guararapes. Speaking 
to reporters afterward, he 
said that landing in the heli- 
copter wasn't possible due 
to the soaked soil. 


He also noted the country 
has recently experienced 
similar disasters in the moun- 
tains above Rio de Janeiro, 
in southern Bahia state and 
in Minas Gerais state. 
"Unfortunately, these ca- 
tastrophes happen in a 
continent-sized = country," 
he said. "We're all obviously 
sad. We express Our sympa- 
thy to family members. Our 
bigger objective is to com- 
fort families and also, with 
material means, attend to 
the population." 

The government is moving 
to make funds available 
to municipalities that have 
declared a state of emer- 
gency, Daniel Ferreira, the 
minister of regional devel- 
opment, said at the press 
conference. He also high- 
lighted a new credit line 


available to cities afflicted 
by such disasters. 

Experts say climate change 
contributes to more intense 
rainfall, and the Intergov- 
ernmental Panel on Cli- 
mate Change has classi- 
fied Recife's metropolitan 
region as one of the world's 
most vulnerable cities. The 
low-lying metro region is set 
at the delta of three rivers, 
features floodplains and a 
network of dozens of ca- 
nals and is home to some 4 
million people. 

In March, Recife became 
the first Latin American city 
to sign on for participation 
in a program to that will 
create insurance against 
climate disasters created 
by a network of local and 
regional governments and 
financed by German de- 


Firefighters carry a body recovered from a landslide triggered 
by heavy rain in the Jardim Monte Verde neighborhood of Rec- 
ife in Pernambuco state, Brazil, Sunday, May 29, 2022. 

Associated Press 


velopment bank KfW. 

The state's civil defense au- 
thority said in a statement 
that the flooding has dis- 
placed 5,000 people from 


their homes, and has rein- 
forced its alert about still- 
high risk of landslides. Rain 
has continued, albeit with 
less intensity.) 
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Fit2fly 


NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! 


COVID-19 


Testing Center 


NAAT (Abott ID): 


Result in 30 minutes! 


PCR / Antigen Test 
SAME DAY RESULT! 


Tel: (+297) 280-0630 


Locations: The Cove Mall (8:00 AM- 6:00 PM) Medcare near Courtyard by Marriott (8:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 


Recycling Sculpture Competition held at the Hilton 


‘al . 


Palm Beach - In honor of the Earth 
Day in April, a Recycling Sculpture 
Competition took place at the Hilton 
Aruba Caribbean Resort & Casino, 
just recently. 


The annual creative initiative includ- 
ed an original and refreshing twist, 
with the focus on animal sculptures of 
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considerable size, all made with 100% 
recycled materials. 


Five departments announced their 
participation. A panel of judges en- 
joyed a walk through to evaluate the 
work based on originality, innovation, 
variety of materials, presentation and 
the degree of difficulty. 


The Laguna Food & Beverage team 
members welcomed the judges at 
the coy pond where a larger-than- 
life Shoco Owl, nicknamed Pablo, 
was entered in competition, its feath- 
ers made from slices of cork, with an 
aluminum beak and round crushed 
cans for eyes. The work was detailed 
and well-finished and the team's en- 
thusiasm, contagious. 


The Human Resources department 
devoted its presentation to bees, 
creating an over-sized Queen Bee 
from yellow and black paper-mda- 
ché with paper, wooden coffee stir- 
rers and bits of electric cord for legs, 
and wings. The presentation included 
educational and informative materi- 
als, about the life of bees and their 
importance in our existence. 

The Security department opted to 
create a Shoco Owl with paper wings 
and bandage-wraps for legs, their 
presentation was all about the ben- 
efits of recycling and the importance 
of reducing waste. 
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eforea Spa recreated its 
butterfly logo from old fly- 
ers, empty cream contain- 
ers, Wooden cutlery, cord 
and electric wire. The work 
was nicely finished with 
great attention to detail, 
and the presentation elo- 
quent and accurate. 


The Pool & Beach team 
members appropriately 
created a blue-green tur- 
tle, staging it on a sandy 
backdrop. They used re- 
cycled cups, bottle caps, 
and sliced cork to create 
the shell, with a correctly 
proportioned head and 
tail. They informed the 
judges about the efforts to 
save the turtle population 
in the Caribbean. 


The judges enjoyed scor- 
ing the work as each de- 
partment came up with 
original styles, techniques 
and materials, dedicating 
considerable time to the 
execution of their plans. 


A special commendo- 
tion goes to the winning 
Laguna Restaurant team, 
whose collaboration was 
filed with enthusiasm re- 
flective of a motivated and 
dedicated team. 


The sculptures were on ex- 
hibit in the Lobby, for guest 
and team members, to rec- 
ognize and showcase alll 
the efforts of the teams.) 


Infini by Chef Urvin Croes 


PALM BEACH — After spear- 
heading The Kitchen Table for 
five years, receiving notable 
recognitions in USA Today, The 
Daily Meal and earning the #1 
spot on Tripadvisor’s list of Fine 
Dining Restaurants in the Carib- 
bean, Chef Urvin Croes has now 
moved on to higher heights. In- 
fini, his new chef's table, which 
opened at the Blue Residences 
in 2020, allows the Michelin- 
trained Aruban culinary artist 
to create gastronomic experi- 
ences unconfined by cultural 
or regional expectations. Croes 
says: “We opened up the entire 
kitchen and elevated the dining 
tables so guests have a front row 
stadium-like view of each step of 
the preparations. A chef's table 
concept where diners and staff 
are able to interact throughout 
the evening, channeling through 
a story guided by a 12 course 
menu. 


“It is a flavor that you cannot de- 
fine, but you can create.” 
Inspired by umami, one of the 
five basic tastes, and also Japa- 
nese for “essence of delicious- 
ness”, Chef Croes strived to or- 
ganically produce this palate in 
each dish of the twelve-course 
Asian Caribbean Impression 
tasting menu. “It is a flavor that 
you cannot define, but you can 
create. 


"Without a great team, there is 
no great chef” 

“There is very little | can do by 
myself. Without a great team, 
there is no great chef”, says 
Croes, while raving about the 
young professionals sharing his 
kitchen. All graduates of Aruba’s 
EPI College and familiar faces 
to the Chef as each one has 
completed their culinary intern- 
ship under his guidance. In fact, 
Infini’s Chef de Cuisine, Ashwin 


Maduro, was Urvin’s very first stu- 
dent, before relocating to Am- 
sterdam, where he worked at 
several Michelin-starred restau- 
rants, including &moshik (formal- 
ly &Samhoud Places). Having 
recently returned to Aruba, Chef 
Maduro is thrilled to be reunited 
with his first mentor and hopes 
to secure Aruba’s space on the 
global map of unique culinary 
experiences. Similarly, after four 
years working in the two-Michelin 
starred restaurant Spectrum, 
Chef de Partie Moises Ramirez 
returned home to share his vast 
experience in formulating reci- 
pes with meticulous attention to 
detail and consistency. Further 
down the kitchen line, Chef de 
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Partie Alvaro Yi, who has worked 
at the two-Michelin starred FG 
Restaurant, is all about express- 
ing himself through cooking and 
plating to create art that you 
can eat. Mixologist Marc-An- 
thony Rannis brings eight years 
of experience in the fine dining 
industry to Infini. His fine crafts- 
manship is displayed in the un- 
paralleled wine pairings and 
signature cocktails, which in- 
clude his personally homemade 
syrups, garnishes and fresh local 
ingredients. Maitre D’ and Junior 
Sommelier Jessica Theysen, who 
previously managed renowned 
Chef Dennis Huwaé'’s Restaurant 
Daalder in Amsterdam, is a true 
storyteller. From the moment she 
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boy Levin, Cres 
serves the Salinity welcome drink 
and the culinary tale begins, 
she takes you on an adventure 
around the world to discover 
never-before-tasted combina- 
tions. Then, towards the end of 
the night, it is his time to shine 
— Pastry Chef Jean-Claude 
Werleman, that is. After soend- 
ing the last two years perfecting 
his recipes in the Pastry Depart- 
ment of the Ritz Carlton Aruba, 
Werleman joins Infini to continue 
exploring his passion for experi- 
menting with colors and bold 
flavors. 


"It's time to show that Aruba is a 
culinary destination of its own" 
“The goal is to leave our visitors 
speechless. The look on their 
faces whenever they take the 
first bite says it all and it is price- 
less", shares Croes, with a smile. 
Reclaiming the spot of number 
one restaurant in the Caribbean 
is also in sight, but this time he will 
not stop there. “In the end, we 
want Aruba to be recognized 
for its culinary mastery. We have 
trained the best culinary artists 
right here on the island and they 
have proven themselves inter- 
nationally in the most renowned 
kitchens in the world. Now it is 
time to show that Aruba is a 
culinary destination of its own. 
Who knows where that will take 
us; hopefully to infinity and be- 
yond.” 


Infini located at Blue Residences 
currently serves an eight-course 
Chef’s Impression to up to 21 
guests starting at 6:30PM. To 
make reservations visit www.in- 
finiaruba.com or call +297-699- 
3982...) 
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Soul Beach Music Festival 2022 was back bigger and better than ever 


ORANJESTAD - On staurday and Sunday the 
Main Stage Concerts for Soul Beach Music Fes- 
tival took place, and they were nothing short of 
spectacular. Both regular audience members 
and first timers were able to enjoy of a great 
and wonderful line up for both main stage con- 
certs. 


On saturday, the audience was able to enjoy 
Kevin Ross’ soothing vocals during his melodic 
and romantic performance. The audience was 
delighted with his amazing stage presence and 
interactions, making everyone laugh with his re- 
marks and have an overall delightful time. 


After the romantic tunes that Ross brought to 
the table, Mary J Blige took the stage with an 
entrance fit for a queen. Her experience and 
legacy was felt throughout the whole venue 
with everyone having their eyes on the stage 
for the entirety of her performance. Blige domi- 
nated the stage with catchy dance moves, 
motivating the audience to join in, along with 
her nostalgic songs that brought great memo- 
ries and made new ones for everyone present. 


Sunday featured a great performance from Ari 
Lennox, who amazed the crowd with her bub- 
bly presence and soft vocal tone. She had a 


bright and youthful presence that made her 
performance a delight to watch. After Lennox, 
the legendary and well renowned group New 
Edition took the stage. From entrance to exit, 
they gave a high energy, exhilirating and fun 
performance that both young and grown were 
able to enjoy from beginning to the end. They 
performed many of their old hits, along with 
some songs by Bell Biv Devoe. 

It was surely an unforgetable experience for alll 
who were present, and those watching from 
home alike. This year marked the 20th anniver- 
sary for Soul Beach Music Festival, and makes us 
all excited to see what there is to come.L) 
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Prepare for sticker shock if you are traveling this summer 


By DAVID KOENIG 

DALLAS (AP) — Airlines and 
tourist destinations are ex- 
pecting monster crowds 
this summer as travel restric- 
tions ease and pandemic 
fatigue overcomes linger- 
ing fear of contracting CO- 
VID-19 during travel. 

Many forecasters believe 
the number of travelers 
will match or even exceed 
levels in the good-old, pre- 
pandemic days. However, 
airlines have thousands 
fewer employees than they 
did in 2019, and that has at 
times contributed to wide- 
spread flight cancellations. 
People who are only now 
booking travel for the sum- 
mer are experiencing the 
sticker shock. 

Domestic airline fares for 
summer are averaging 
more than $400 a round 
trip, 24% higher than this 
time in 2019, before the 
pandemic, and a whop- 
ping 45% higher than a 
year ago, according to 
travel-data firm Hopper. 
"The time to have got- 
ten cheap summer flights 
was probably three or four 
months ago," says Scott 
Keyes, who runs the Scott's 
Cheap Flights site. 
Internationally, fares are 
also up from 2019, but only 
10%. Prices to Europe are 
about 5% cheaper than 
before the pandemic — 
$868 for the average round 
trip, according to Hop- 
per. Keyes said Europe is 
the best travel bargain out 
there. 

Steve Nelson of Mansfield, 


Travelers queue up at the south security checkpoint in the main terminal of Denver International 
Airport, Thursday, May 26, 2022, in Denver. 


Texas, was standing in 
line this week at a security 
checkpoint in Dallas-Fort 
Worth International Airport, 
ready to board a flight to 
Nice, France, with plans to 
attend a Formula One race 
in Monaco. 

"| decided it's time to work 
on my bucket list," Nelson 
said. "| hadn't even con- 
sidered Monaco until this 
year." 

Although many countries 
have eased rules for trav- 
el, there are still restrictions 
in place that add to the 
hassle factor. Notably, the 
United States still requires 
a negative COVID-19 test 
within a day of flying to the 
country. 

"We only realized that a 


couple days before com- 
ing here. We kind of pan- 
icked to find a place to get 
tested," said Jonny Dawe, 
a software engineer from 
Bath, England, who was in 
Dallas for a conference — 
his first major trip since the 
pandemic started. "You 
have to check all the test- 
ing requirements for the 
countries you are visiting, 
and you have to worry 
about contracting the vi- 
rus." 

Online spending on US. 
flights eased in April after a 
torrid March, but it's still up 
23% from spring 2019 mostly 
because of higher prices, 
according to Adobe Ana- 
lytics. 

Airlines blame the steeper 


Associated Press 


fares on jet fuel roughly 
doubling in price over 
2019. It's more than that, 
however. The number of 
flights has not returned to 
pre-pandemic levels even 
though demand for travel 
is surging. 

"We have more travel- 
ers looking to book fewer 
seats, and each of those 
seats is going to be more 
expensive for airlines to fly 
this summer because of jet 
fuel," says Hopper econo- 
mist Hayley Berg. 

When travelers reach their 
destination, they will be 
greeted with hotel rates 
that are up about one-third 
from last year. Hotels are 
filling Up faster, too. Ho- 
tel companies blame the 


higher prices on increasing 
cost for supplies as well as 
workers in a tight labor mar- 
ket. 

Rental cars were hard to 
find and very expensive last 
summer, but that seems to 
have eased as the rental 
companies rebuild their 
fleets. The nationwide av- 
erage price is currently 
around $70 a day, accord- 
ing to Hopper. 

Jonathan Weinberg, 
founder of a rental car 
shopping site called AutoS- 
lash, said prices and avail- 
ability of vehicles will be 
very uneven. It won't be 
as bad as last summer, but 
prices for vehicles will still 
be "way above average, 
if you can even find one,” 
in Hawaii, Alaska and near 
destinations such as nation- 
al parks. 

Even if you drive your own 
car, it'll still be pricey. The 
national average for regu- 
lar gasoline hit $4.60 a gal- 
lon on Thursday — more 
than $6 in California. Those 
prices have some people 
considering staying home. 

"You don't really get used 
to $6 gas," said Juliet Ripley 
of San Diego as she paid 
$46.38 to put 7.1 gallons in 
her Honda Civic. The single 
mom of two has no sum- 
mer vacation plans other 
than an occasional trip to 
a nearby beach. 

For those determined to 
travel, however, if is an 
open question whether air- 
lines, airports, hotels and 
other travel businesses will 
be able to handle them.Q] 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS DOWN 
1 Fulland 1 Letter 
new, before 
for two omega 
7 Sketch 2 Eqg 
11 Tie dewn layer 
12 Part te 3 Drama 
play division 
13 Hard to 4 Asde 
contral the curl 
15Camera 5 Make 
setting blank 
16 Sn the 6 Church 
house group 
18 Sunset 7 Window 


setting adom- 
27 Mulli- ment 


colored 8 Hold 

22 Piece that up 
moves 
diagonally 

24 Sty 
resident 

25 Manx or 
Siamese 

26 Mine 
matter 

27 Per- 
plexed 

29 Sign of 
disuse 

30 Guinness 
of film 

31 Dorothy's 
dog 

32 Violinist’s 
need 

34 Like some 
stadium 
roots 

40 Balm 
ingre- 
dient 

41 Friends 


ff Goa 
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MI EILLETE BA T|H] 1 [NIK 
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Yesterday's answer 


20 Statue 33 Wound 
subject remin- 
21 Letter der 
after 34 Ewe's 
Upsilon mate 
22 Chips buy 35 Inventor 
24 Parrot or Whit- 
PUPPY ney 
Com- 25 Winter 36 Great 
pletely qualt weight 
10 Tiny 28Weasel's 37 Life story, 
14 Namely kin for short 
16Singer  29Nancy's 38 Director 
Apple hubby Spike 
1? Majestic § 31 Cover 39 Curvy 
19 Holler words letter 


Raatae oan 
Rae Bae 
Pet tt PT 
Eee 
ee Be 


43 Gives a 
makeover 


AKYDLBAAXKR 
inLONGrFELLOW 
One letter stands for another lo this sample, A is used 
for the three Los. OX for the two O's. ete. Single Ictters. 
apostrophes, the length und formution of fhe words 
wre all hints. Buch diy the cede letters ure diferent. 


5-41 CRYPTOQLOTE 


AO] rFIRBORCSO TRATAR sc 


MxXO SM MREIRI Y¥Y¥RNNSMEF., 


UOQ SM ISCSME RLRIK QSAR 
DR YRNN. VAMYOVSOC 

Yesterday's Cryptoquete: HEROISM DGESN*T 
ALWAYS HAPPEN IN A BURST OF GLORY 
SOMETIMES SMALL TRICMPEHS ASTD LARGE 
HEARTS CHANGE THE COURS OF HISTORY. 
— MARY ROACH 


Robotic buoys developed to keep 
Atlantic right whales safe 


In this June 29, 2021, photo provided by Woods Hole Oceano- 
graphic Institution, an acoustic buoy floats in the water off the 


coast of Ocean City, Md. 


By PATRICK WHITTLE 
Associated Press 

A Cape Cod science cen- 
ter and one of the world’s 
largest shipping businesses 
are collaborating on a proj- 
ect to use robotic buoys to 
protect a vanishing whale 
from lethal collisions with 
ships. 

A lab at Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institu- 
tion developed the tech- 


Associated Press 


nology, which uses buoys 
and underwater — gliders 
to record whale sounds in 
near real time. The robotic 
recorders give scientists, 
mariners and the public an 
idea of the location of rare 
North Atlantic right whales, 
said Mark Baumgartner, 
a marine ecologist with 
Woods Hole whose lab also 
operates the buoys. 

The whales number less 
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Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 
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than 340 in the world and 
ship strikes are one of the 
biggest threats to their 
existence, as they travel 
through some of the busi- 
est stretches of ocean on 
the planet. Now, French 
shipping giant CMA CGM 
is working with Woods Hole 
to deploy two of the ro- 
botic buoys off of Norfolk, 
Virginia, and Savannah, 
Georgia. 

CMA CGM is funding the 
deployment of the buoys, 
which will add to the data 
collected by six others off 
the East Coast, Baumgart- 
ner said. The two new 
buoys could be deployed 
for testing soon, he said. 
“We have to change our 
industrial practices when 
whales are around. That’s 
what this tech enables,” 
Baumgartner said. “Hav- 
ing the industry tell us what 
works and what doesn't is 
the best way to have solu- 
tions that will actually be 
implemented.” 

The whales were once 
abundant off the East 
Coast, but their popula- 
tions were decimated gen- 
erations ago by commer- 
cial whaling. These days, 
they're vulnerable to ship 
collisions and entangle- 
ment in fishing gear. And 
they’ve dwindled in popu- 
lation in recent years be- 
cause of high mortality and 
poor reproduction. 

The whales are aided by 
a complex network of pro- 
tected areas and shipping 
restrictions. However, scien- 
tists have sounded alarms 
recently that the whales 
have been straying out- 
side of protected areas in 
search of food as waters 
warm. That has made them 
more vulnerable. 
Representatives for CMA 
CGM, which has a US. 
headquarters in Norfolk, 
said the company chose 
to locate buoys off the Vir- 
ginia city and Savannah 
because those are among 
the busiest shipping ports 
in the United States. Ed Al- 
dridge, president of CMA 
CGM America, said it’s an 
effort to “responsibly share 
the ocean with marine 
mammals and protect en- 
dangered species.” 
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HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 24 room # 2132 
1 BR WK # 24 room # 2304 
1 BR WK # 24 room # 2301 
Price : $ 5 K each 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 25 room # 2547 
Ocean Front $ 6 K 

1 BR WK # 26 and 27 

Room # 2520 $ 5 K each 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 25 room # 2317 
Pool / Ocean view 

Price: $5K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

932m2 (10,032 sq feet) of 
property land for sale at wayaca 
near the Hyatt & the airport. 
Central located for building 
residents or commercial. 

Price: $180K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

658 m2 of property land at 
Boegoroei Noord 10 min drive 
to beach 

Supermarket , gas station top 
location 

Near the main road 

Price :$120 K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale at Boegoeroei 
Noord 

10 min drive 

2 Bedroom 1 bath extra room 
With one appartment on a 1098 
m2 

With and snack hut on the main 
road 

Price : $ 400 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 

Kamay Noord 

10 min walk to beach 

3 BR, 2 bath with pool 
Price : $650 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK #21 Room # 2321 
Pool/ Ocean 

Price: $5K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 21 room # 2330 
1 BR WK # 21 room # 2320 
Harbor / Ocean view 

Price : $ 5 K each 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Ocean Club 
Palm Beach 

1BR 1Bath ocean view 
Gold season 

Price :$6 K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condos Tierra Del Sol 
Golf course 

24 hour security 

3 BR 2 1/2 bath 

Fully furnished 

Ocean view with garage 
Price :$475K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale 

Palm Beach 

3 BR 2bath 

With apartments 

5 min walk to beach 

Price $550K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Property Land for sale 

658 m2 in Boegoeroei Noord 
Near the high way 

Price :$130 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale 

Boegoeroei Noord 

2 BR, 1 Bath 

Office space studio appartment 
and snack hut on a 1097 m2 
property land near the highway 
Price :$400 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condos Gold Coast 

3 BR 3 Bath 

Fully furnished 

Price :$450K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Condos Le Vent 
Eagle Beach 
3BR 3 bath 
Ground floor 
Price :$900K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
215439 


BeNDIA 


How to.seach us! 


TEDAY 
BENDIA 


For Sale by Owner 

Caribbean Palm Village Resort 

Wks 20 and 21 — F101 AB /2 

BR/ 2 Bath 

Ground Floor, Pool View 

$900 each 

Contact: josflak@hotmail.com 
215435 


Tow Home for rent 
Home offer 2 bedrooms / 
2 bathrooms price p.m. $2600 + 
deposit. Incl: cable, wifi 
Excl: water, lights. 
Amenities: swimming pool. 
fitness facility. 
For more info app/ call 
593 8082 
215434 


Christina God gifted psychic 

spiritualist | specialize in 

reuniting you with your one 

true love | remove all negative 

energy immediate results 

contact me on 

Whatsapp 1-954-270-2188 
215426 
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Violence Against Women 


HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Kibrahacha Tel. 583 4908 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


IA1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


(Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


- ~ gah I 
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facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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‘Top Gun: Maverick’ wins Tom Cruise 1st $100 million opening 


ed 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

Forget breaking the sound 
barrier: Tom Cruise just flew 
past a major career mile- 
stone. 

The 59-year-old superstar 
just got his first $100 million 
opening weekend with 
"Top Gun: Maverick." In 
its first three days in North 
American theaters, the 
long-in-the-works sequel 
earned an estimated $124 
million in ticket sales, Para- 
mount Pictures said Sun- 
day. Including international 
showings, its worldwide to- 
tal is $248 million. 

It's @ supersonic start for a 
film that still has the wide- 
open skies of Memorial Day 
itself to rake in even more 
cash. According to pro- 
jections and estimates, by 
Monday's close, "Top Gun: 
Maverick" will likely have 
over $150 million. 

"These results are ridicu- 
lously, over-the-top fan- 
tastic," said Chris Aronson, 
Paramount's president of 
domestic distribution. "I'm 
happy for everyone. I'm 
happy for the company, 
for Tom, for the filmmakers." 
Though undeniably one 
of the biggest stars in the 
world — perhaps even "the 
last movie. star," accord- 
ing to various headlines — 
Cruise is not known for mas- 
sive blockbuster openings. 
Before "Maverick," his big- 
gest domestic debut was 
in 2005, with Steven Spiel- 
berg's "War of the Worlds,” 
which opened to $64 mil- 
lion. After that it was "Mis- 
sion: Impossible — Fallout" 
with $61 million in 2018. It's 
not that his films don't make 
money in the long run: They 
just aren't enormously front- 
loaded. 

"Top Gun: Maverick" had an 
extremely long journey to 
get to the theaters. The se- 
quel to the late Tony Scott's 
"Top Gun," which was re- 
leased in 1986, was origi- 
nally slated to open in the 


Tom Cruise poses for the media during the 'Top Gun Maverick’ UK premiere at a central London 
cinema, on Thursday, May 19, 2022. 


summer of 2020. Its market- 
ing campaign technically 
started back in July 2019. 
The pandemic got in the 
way of those plans, how- 
ever, and it was delayed 
several times. Directed by 
Joseph Kosinski, produced 
by Jerry Bruckheimer and 
co-produced and _ co-fi- 
nanced by Skydance, the 
sequel reportedly cost $152 
million to make. 

But even as the months, 
and years, went by and 
many other companies 
chose to compromise on 
hybrid releases, Cruise and 
Paramount didn't waver 


on their desire to have a 


Bd fa 


major theatrical release. A 
streaming debut was sim- 
ply not an option. 

"That was never going to 
happen," Cruise said in 
Cannes. 

And it is major, with 4,735 
North American theaters (a 
record) showing "Top Gun: 
Maverick." It also opened in 
23,600 locations in 62 inter- 
national markets. 

"This is one of the longest 
runways for a marketing 
campaign for any film ever. 
And it only served to create 
more excitement around 
the movie," said Paul Der- 
garabedian, the senior me- 
dia analyst for Comscore. 


LIKE US ON 


cebook. 


Facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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"This movie literally waited 
for the movie theater to 
come back." 

The build up has been just 
as flashy, with fighter-jet- 
adorned premieres on an 
aircraft carrier in San Diego 
and at the Cannes Film Fes- 
tival, where Cruise was also 
given an honorary Palme 
d'Or, and a royal premiere 
in London attended by 
Prince William and his wife 
Kate. 

"The feeling you get when 
you watch this film with an 
audience, it's pretty spe- 
cial," Aronson. said. "The 
first big screening we had, 
there was spontaneous ap- 
plause during the movie." 
Reviews have been stellar, 
too, with the film notching 
a 97% on Rotten Tomatoes. 
Audiences, who were 58% 
male, gave it an A+ Cine- 
maScore, according to exit 
polls. 

The new film has Cruise re- 
prising the role of Maverick, 


who returns to the elite avi- 
ation training program to 
train the next generation of 
flyers, including Miles Teller, 
Glen Powell, Monica Bar- 
baro, Greg Tarzan Davis, 
Danny Ramirez, Lewis Pull- 
man and Jay Ellis. Jennifer 
Connelly, Jon Hamm and 
Val Kilmer, reprising his role 
from the original, also star. 
"This solidifies the notion 
that the movie theater is 
a singular and a vitally im- 
portant outlet for people,” 
Dergarabedian said. "Peo- 
ple are looking for a great 
escape from. everything 
that's going on in the world 
right now." 

"Maverick" is now among 
the top pandemic era 
openings, still led by "Spi- 
der-Man: No Way Home" 
with $260 million, followed 
by "Doctor Strange in the 
Multiverse of Madness" with 
$187 million and "The Bat- 
man" with $134 million. 
Notably, "Top Gun: Maver- 
ick" is the only non-super- 
hero movie in the bunch. 
It also attracted a wide 
swath of age groups to the 
theater. An estimated 55% 
of the audience was over 
35. 

"Superhero movies aren't 
for everybody. This movie 
is for everyone and that's 
what sets it apart," Aronson 
said. 'The theatrical exhibi- 
tion business has challeng- 
es ahead of it, but this is a 
shot in the arm for that." 
"The Bob's Burgers Movie" 
was the only new release 
that dared go up against 
"Top Gun." Released by 
20th Century Studios and 
Disney, the animated pic 
earned $12.6 million from 
3,425 locations. It opened 
in third place, behind 
"Doctor Strange 2," which 
earned $16.4 million in its 
fourth weekend in theaters. 
"Top Gun" will continue 
to essentially have the 
skies to itself until "Jurassic 
World: Dominion" opens 
on June 10. "It has a really 
nice, open marketplace to 
play," Dergarabedian said. 
"Tom Cruise has always 
been about consistency. 
His movies are about the 
marathon. This is the first 
movie of his that is sprinting 
to big box office numbers. 
Here, he gets the sprint and 
the marathon."L) 


SPORTS 


A15 


TUESDAY 31 MAY 2022 


Ericsson's 500 win helps fuel Swedish momentum in IndyCars 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Felix 
Rosenavist sensed Swedish 
race fans started following 
IndyCars earnestly again in 
2019. 

Marcus Ericsson's Indianap- 
olis 500 victory will only fuel 
the momentum. 

After becoming the sec- 
ond 500 winner from Swe- 
den, Ericsson's homecom- 
ing later this summer could 
be fit for a king. 

"I'm planning to go home 
for mid-summer, that could 
be a good mid-summer 
party, right?" he said Sun- 
day, winning with a Hul- 
ski Chocolate, a Swedish- 
based company as _ his 
primary sponsor. 

First, Ericsson must com- 
plete a weeklong victory 
tour. That's followed by rac- 
es next Sunday at Detroit 
and the following Sunday 
at Road America before a 
two-weekend break may 
finally allow Ericsson to bask 
in the celebration of his 
home country. 

But the 31-year-old Erics- 
son doesn't mind the busy 
schedule, especially given 
the long, arduous path he 
took to join his mentor Ken- 
ny Brack atop the world of 
IndyCar racing. Brack won 
the 500 in 1999. 

And Ericsson's rapid ascen- 
sion is likely to keep the in- 
terest in American racing 
percolating throughout Ev- 
rope. 

Ericsson's trek could serve 
as a model for other inter- 
national racers. After failing 
to make the podium in 97 
Formula One starts, Erics- 
son left for IndyCars in 2019. 
He finished 17th in points as 


Marcus Ericsson, of Sweden, poses with the Borg-Warner Trophy during the traditional winners 


photo session at Indianapolis Motor Speedway in Indianapolis, Monday, May 30, 2022. 


a rookie, was cut loose by 
Schmidt Peterson Motor- 
sports and bought a ride 
with Chip Ganassi Racing. 

Since then, Ericsson relied 
on the advice Brack of- 
fered all those years ago 
to produce three top-five 
finishes in each of the past 
three seasons and three 
wins including Sunday's. 
Brack isn't surprised by the 
results — and understands 
how Sweden will embrace 
its newest star. 

"It's great to see, so a big 
congratulations,” Brack 
said on an impromptu 
phone call Sunday. "! don't 
think you realize yet what 
this means for your career, 
but you will find out in time." 
While — Ericsson's victory 
sweeps Sweden, it's d boon 
for the series, too. 

Three Nordic country driv- 


ers are already full-time 
IndyCar drivers — Ericsson, 
Rosenqvist and 21-year- 
old rookie Christian Luund- 
gaard of Denmark. Add 
21-year-old Rinus VeeKay 
of the Netherlands and 
Ericsson's teammate, de- 
fending series champion 
Alex Palou of Spain, and 
there's a distinctly influen- 
tial European flavor devel- 
oping. 

With American drivers such 
as Colton Herta and Josef 
Newgarden, Mexico's Pato 
O'Ward of Mexico, the 500 
runner-up, and a_e strong 
but aging group of South 
American drivers continu- 
ing to win the hearts of In- 
dyCar fans, there's no indi- 
cation the pool of global 
talent is abating. 

Four-time Indy winner He- 
lio Castroneves compares 


Associated Press 


what's happening in North- 
ern Europe today to the 
transformational South 
American contingent he 
helped lead two decades 
ago. 

"It does," the Brazilian said. 
"| can't even pronounce 
those guys' names because 
they are Swedish, but | think 
all these guys are watching 
what's happening and they 
should. If you have enough 
talent, why don't you come 
to a place where if you're 
good, you're going to have 
your opportunitye" 
Rosenqvist and Ericsson 
certainly found it in Ameri- 
ca. 

They made the jump to- 
gether after Rosenqvist's 
Fl quest ended. He _ini- 
tially landed with Ganassi's 
team, earming 2019 rookie 
of the year honors and his 


first career win at Road 
America in 2020. 
Rosenqvist moved to Arrow 
McLaren SP last year and 
while he hasn't yet returned 
to victory lane, the 31-year- 
old has won one pole, post- 
ed four top-10 finishes and 
was in contention for the 
win Sunday before finishing 
a career-best fourth, giving 
the Swedes two spots in the 
top five. 

"Obviously, people that fol- 
low me and Marcus, the 
word kind of gets spread 
around," Rosenavist said. 
"There was a big spike in 
2019 when we both came 
here and now it's a consis- 
tently growing fan base in 
Sweden. With all the new 
talent in Sweden, | think we 
have a good future in the 
U.S." 

The question is how much 
will Ericsson's big victory 
help? 

Drivers with previous Formu- 
la One experience, such as 
Ericsson, Romain Grosjean 
of France and Takuma 
Sato of Japan, have found 
more success in America 
than overseas. 

Two-time world champion 
Fernando Alonso of Spain 
may return to the 500 at 
some point, too. 

There's no indication the 
influx of talent or opportuni- 
ties are abating. 

The series already fields 26 
full-time entries, its high- 
est total in a decade, and 
at least three additional 
teams — Cusick Motors- 
ports, Paretta Autosport 
and Dreyer & Reinbold 
Racing — would like to run 
full time.) 


Kody Clemens brought up by Tigers for 
possible MLB debut 


By DAVE HOGG 
Associated Press 

DETROIT (AP) — Kody Cle- 
mens, the 26-year-old son 
of seven-time Cy Young 
Award winner Roger Clem- 
ens, was brought up by the 
Detroit Tigers on Monday 
for a possible major league 
debut. 

Detroit recalled the infield- 
er/outfielder from Triple-A 
Toledo of the International 
League and put outfielder 
Robbie Grossman on the 


10-day injured list because 
of a strained neck. 

A third round pick in the 
2018 amateur draft, Clem- 
ens was hitting .283 at To- 
ledo with eight homers and 
31 RBIs in 45 games. Draft- 
ed as a second baseman, 
he has played first, second, 
third and left this season. 
Detroit needed depth be- 
cause of Grossman's injury 
and Miguel Cabrera's bad 
back. 

Roger Clemens was an 11- 


time All-Star who won 354 
games in a major league 
career from 1984-2007 and 
struck out 4,672, third be- 
hind Nolan Ryan and Ran- 
dy Johnson. 

Among the players impli- 
cated in the 2007 Mitchell 
Report, Roger Clemens de- 
nied using performance- 
enhancing drugs. In 2012, 
he was acquitted of charg- 
es he lied to Congress when 
he denied allegations of 
PED use.L) 


Detroit Tigers' Kody Clemens is shown during a spring training 
baseball workout Friday, Feb. 26, 2021, in Lakeland, Fla. 
Associated Press 


TUESDAY 31 MAY A16|SPORTS 
Analysis: Might Djokovic Vs. Nadal, Part 59, be their last? 


PARIS (AP) — This French 
Open is the first Grand Slam 
tournament in a year with 
both Novak Djokovic and 
Rafael Nadal in the field. 
And anyone who enjoys 
men's tennis — or, indeed, 
sports — should be thrilled 
that those two titans of the 
game will face each other 
for a record 59th time. 

Is it ashame Tuesday night's 
match is "only" a quarterfi- 
nal, instead of something 
with more at stake? Per- 
haps. Will that dissuade 
anyone from watching 
from afar or dull the atmo- 
sphere that'll envelop Court 
Philippe Chatrier? Doubtful. 
Could it decrease the in- 
tensity of each player's per- 
formance? Not a chance. 
"I'm ready for it," Djokovic 
said. 

"| hope to be able to give 
myself a chance to play at 
the highest level possible," 
Nadal said, "and then let's 
see.” 

So then the question that 
Nadal will have on his mind 
— and we know so be- 
cause he said so — and 
Djokovic might, too, is: How 
many more of these show- 
downs are there going to 
be? 

First of all, Nadal turns 36 on 
Friday; Djokovic turned 35 
on May 22, the first day of 
the French Open. 
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Serbia's Novak Djokovic, left, and Spain's Rafael Nadal look at each other as they pose for images 
prior to the final match of the French Open tennis tournament at Roland Garros stadium in Paris, 


France, Sunday, Oct. 11, 2020. 


happen in the near future 
with my _ career," Nadal 
said. 

His body has been a big is- 
sue over the past 12months. 
He missed the last half of 
last season, including Wim- 
bledon and the U.S. Open, 
because of chronic pain in 
his left foot that flared up 
again in recent weeks. Af- 
ter his 20-0 start to 2022, he 
missed three tournaments 
because of a rib injury. 

"| can't complain much," 
Nadal said, noting that 2 


1/2 weeks ago he had no 
idea whether he'd make it 
this far. 

"Being honest, every match 
that | play here, | don't 
know if it's going to be my 
last match here in Roland 
Garros. ... That's my. situ- 
ation now," he said after 
edging 21-year-old Felix 
Auger-Aliassime in five sets 
Sunday night. "That's why 
| am just trying to enjoy as 
much as possible." 
Auger-Aliassime said Nad- 
al did not appear to be 


Associated Press 


hampered or slowed at all 
during their fourth-round 
thriller, which lasted nearly 
41/2 hours, almost twice as 
long as Djokovic's straight- 
set win Sunday over 15th- 
seeded Diego Schwariz- 
man. 

Djokovic hasn't dropped a 
set through four matches. 
"He's Novak," Schwartzman 
said, "and if you are not 
100% ... obviously, the result 
is like this." 

As for Djokovic, his deci- 
sion to not get vaccinated 


against COVID-19 prevent- 
ed him from participat- 
ing at the Australian Open 
and, while he's been as- 
sured that won't be a prob- 
lem at Wimbledon when it 
starts June 27, his status for 
the U.S. Open is uncertain 
at the moment. 

Whether statistics, aesthet- 
ics or any other measures 
is applied, both are among 
the greatest there's ever 
been. About that there 
can be no debate. 

Nadal owns a men's-re- 
cord 21 Grand Slam titles, a 
number he reached with a 
tiebreaking triumph at the 
Australian Open in January. 
Djokovic, like Roger Feder- 
er, is one behind. Djokovic 
has all sorts of other bona 
fides, including more weeks 
spent at No. 1 in the ATP 
rankings than anyone else, 
the only man with at least 
two trophies from every 
major tournament and the 
only one with at least two 
trophies from every Masters 
event. He also leads both 
Federer and Nadal head- 
to-head. 

Djokovic and Nadal have 
played each other more 
frequently than any other 
pair of men in the half- 
century-plus of professional 
tennis. Djokovic leads 30-28 
overall; Nadal leads 19-8 
on clay, including 7-2 at 
Roland Garros. L) 


Pelicans' CJ McCollum joining ESPN as an NBA analyst 


New Orleans Pelicans guard CJ McCollum (3) is shown dur- 
ing the second half of Game 1 of an NBA basketball first-round 
playoff series, Sunday, April 17, 2022, in Phoenix. 

Associated Press 


By JOE REEDY 

New Orleans guard and 
NBA Players Association 
president CJ McCollum has 
added another title to his 


busy schedule — NBA ana- 
lyst for ESPN. 

The network announced 
Monday that they have 
signed the Pelicans star to 


a multi-platform deal. He 
will make his ESPN debut on 
Thursday during "NBA Finals: 
Celebrating 75", which will 
be ESPN2's alternate pre- 
sentation of Game | of the 
NBA Finals between the 
Golden State Warriors and 
Boston Celtics. 

McCollum graduated from 
Lehigh University with a 
journalism degree and has 
made past appearances 
on ESPN as an analyst. 
"Lam excited to bring what 
| feel is my unique perspec- 
tive, based on my _ vast 
knowledge of the game 
that I've gained during my 
nine years as a player in 
the NBA," McCollum said in 
a statement. "To have an 
opportunity to put my jour- 
nalism background to use 
on the largest stage with 


the many talented profes- 
sionals at ESPN is a dream 
come true." 

McCollum will work with 
ESPN to develop a new 
podcast. He will also be 
an analyst on games dur- 
ing coverage of the NBA 
Summer League as well as 
some appearances on stu- 
dio shows throughout the 
year. 

"CJ is one of the most re- 
spected players in the NBA, 
which is evident by his role 
as President of the NBA 
PA. Furthermore, he's an 
extremely talented mem- 
ber of — and leader on — 
one of the most interesting 
teams in the league: the 
New Orleans Pelicans," said 
David Roberts, ESPN head 
of NBA and studio produc- 
tion. "CJ's commitment to 


this opportunity, combined 
with his passion for journal- 
ism and sports broadcast- 
ing, will be a clear benefit 
for NBA fans." 

McCollum was traded from 
Portland to New Orleans 
near the February trade 
deadline. He averaged 
24.3 points once he joined 
the Pelicans and helped 
them make the playoffs. 
McCollum is part of an in- 
creasing number of play- 
ers who are year-around 
analysts while still playing. 
Los Angeles Sparks — for- 
ward Chiney Ogwumike 
has been working for ESPN 
since 2018, including a stint 
hosting an afternoon ra- 
dio show. Golden State's 
Draymond Green signed 
a multi-platform deal with 
Turner Sports in January.) 


